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Introduction 
The acoustic surveys and fishing expe- 
riments conducted by the research vessels 
RASTRELLIGER and SARDINELLA of the 
Pelagic Fishery Project from Ratnagiri to 
the Gulf of Mannar for the past four years 
have considerably enhanced our knowledge 
of the pelagic fishery resources, their 
abundance and seasonal distribution and 
possible methods of exploitation (Anony- 
mous 1974, 1975 & 1976). The average 
annual landings of ribbon fish and cat fish 
for the past ten years with 78,000tonnes 
form only 7.7% of the total marine fish 
production in India. However, the avail- 
able resources of these groups based on 
the assessment data collected through 
resources surveys along the south west 
coast have been found to be of the order of 
1,51,000 tonnes in  the Project area and are 
considerably higher than our present all 
lndia yield. Information on the biology, 
especially the seasonal distribution and 
abundance of the stocks supporting the 
fishery wil l  go a long way in assessing the 
fishery potential and in regulating the 
fishery in order to obtain maximum sustain- 
able yield. This being the situation, it is 
expected that this account detailing the 
commercial potentialities of these resources 
along the south west coast of lndia will be 
of help in the exploitation and utilization 
of these two important fishery resources of 
the country. 
Information on the food and feeding 
habits of Netuma thalassinus, Ariodes dussu- 
mieri and Pseudarius jella have been given 
by Chacko (1 949), Devanesan and Chidam- 
baram (1 953), Venkataraman (1 960). Rao 
(1 964), Susheelan and Somasekharan Nair 
(1972) and Mojumdar (1972a). Very little 
information is available about the nature of 
spawning in cat fishes. Fertilized eggs of 
P. jella and Tachysurus caelatus and their 
breeding habits have been described by 
Chidambaram (1 941) and Sekharan and 
Majumdar (1 973). Pantulu (1 963) studied 
the age and growth, fecundity and spawn- 
ing of Osteogeneiosus militaris. Jones and 
Su jansingani (1 954) have reported that 
0. militaris, T.  caelutus and T. facarius breed 
in the Chilka lake on the east coast. De- 
tailed account of the important species of 
cat fishes that contribute to the fishery of 
lndia has been given by Devanesan and 
Chidambaram (1 953), Sekharan (1 968), 
Sekharan e t  a1. (1968) and Radhakrishnan 
(1 975). Sekharan (1 968 and 1973) studied 
the relative abundance of cat fishes in 
different depth zones in the area between 
Kakinada and Sand Heads. 














